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= Lead Author meetings

Ca. 500 

comments on 

Chapter 16

Ca. 700 

comments on

Chapter 16

Process for writing an IPCC report

Key principles:

• Peer-reviewed literature

• Policy relevant, not policy-

prescriptive

Governments influence: topic, outline, 

review, acceptance report & approval 

SPM

Ca. 5000 comments 

on Summary for 

Policymakers
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Summary for Policymakers Approval : 1 to 6 October 2018

Image: ENB. Plenary 

room in Incheon, Korea
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Summary for Policymakers Approval
AR6 WGIII report 21 March – 3 April

Online

Longest IPCC approval ever

Controversies on fossil fuels, finance, 

justice and equity
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Report by numbers

278 Authors

29 % Women / 71 % Men

65 Countries 354 Contributing 

authors

59,212 Review comments

41 %  Developing countries

59 % Developed countries

More than 

18,000 scientific papers
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“
The window to limit warming to 1.5°C is 

closing, and we are not on track

Accelerated mitigation is needed

Many options are feasible in the near term, 

and are in line with sustainable development 

goals

System transformations needed can be 

enabled by finance, governance, policy, 

capacity, innovation and behaviour

Just transitions and national circumstances 

are important determinants for success

[Matt Bridgestock, Director and Architect at John Gilbert Architects]

Key messages
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Limiting warming to 1.5 °C

● Global GHG emissions peak 
before 2025, reduced by 43% 
by 2030.

● Net zero CO2 by ca. 2050

● Methane reduced by 34% by 
2030

1.5°C with no or 
limited overshoot

Trend for 
implemented policies

Likely below 
2°C, NDCs 
until 2030

Likely below 2°C, 
with immediate 

action

Limiting warming to around 2°C

● Global GHG emissions peak 
before 2025, reduced by 27% 
by 2030.

(based on IPCC-assessed scenarios)
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Emissions have risen further in the past decade and we are 

not on track to limit warming to 1.5°C…
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Some countries have achieved a steady 

decrease in emissions consistent with 

limiting warming to 2°C.

Zero emissions targets have 

been adopted by at least 826 cities 

and 103 regions 

…but there is increased evidence of climate action
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Global emissions can be halved with 

available mitigation options below 100 

USD/tCO2e

Almost all mitigation options face 

institutional barriers

Many mitigation options are synergistic 

with sustainable development goals

Many near-term actions are feasible
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Mitigation options in urban areas
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Mitigation options in agriculture and forestry
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SIXTH ASSESSMENT REPORT
Working Group III – Mitigation of Climate Change

System transformations across 

multiple sectors needed to limit 

global warming

Energy Land use TransportUrban BuildingsIndustry
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Energy 

⎻ major transitions are required to limit 
global warming

⎻ reduction in fossil fuel use and use of 
carbon capture and storage

⎻ low- or no-carbon energy systems

⎻ widespread electrification and 
improved energy efficiency

⎻ alternative fuels: e.g. hydrogen and 
sustainable biofuels

[Portland General Electric CC BY-ND 2.0, Harry 

Cunningham/Unsplash, Stéphane Bellerose/UNDP in 

Mauritius and Seychelles CC BY-NC 2.0, IMF Photo/Lisa 

Marie David, Tamara Merino CC BY-NC-ND 2.0]
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Technology and Innovation

⎻ investment and policies push forward low 
emissions technological innovation

⎻ some options are technically viable, rapidly 
becoming cost-effective, and have relatively 
high public support. Other options face 
mainly institutional barriers

Adoption of low-emission technologies 
is slower in most developing countries, 
particularly the least developed ones.
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[World Bank/Simone D. McCourtie, Dominic Chavez CC 

BY-NC-ND 2.0, Trent Reeves/MTA Construction & 

Development CC BY 2.0, IMF Photo/Tamara Merino CC 

BY-NC-ND 2.0, Olga Delawrence/Unsplash.]

Policies, regulatory and 
economic instruments

- regulatory and economic instruments 
have already proven effective in 
reducing emissions 

- policy packages and economy-wide 
packages are able to achieve systemic 
change

- ambitious and effective mitigation requires 
coordination across government and 
society
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Closing investment gaps

⎻ financial flows: 3-6x 
lower than levels needed 
by 2030 to limit warming 
to below 1.5°C or 2°C

⎻ there is sufficient global 
capital and liquidity to 
close investment gaps

⎻ challenge of closing gaps 
is widest for developing 
countries

[Tobias/Unsplash, Rwanda Green Fund /CC BY-SA 2.0]
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Behaviour change and 
demand-side measures

⎻ potential to bring down global emissions
by 40-70% by 2050

⎻ walking and cycling, electrified transport, 
reducing air travel, and adapting houses 
make large contributions

⎻ lifestyle changes require systemic 
changes across all of society

⎻ some people require additional housing, 
energy and resources for human 
wellbeing
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“
The evidence is 

clear: 

The time for 

action is now

[Matt Bridgestock, Director and Architect at John Gilbert Architects]
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